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HEADQUARTERS FOR 


“wade Chemicals, Dyestuffs, 


Oils, Tanning Materials, Etc. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR 
E. C. KLIPSTEIN & SONS CO. 
Chrome, N. J., Bayway, N. J., So. Charleston, W. Va. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Acid, Alizarine, Basic, Chrome, Direct and Sulphur Colors, 
Intermediates, etc. 


BULLS FERRY CHEMICAL CO. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF 


Acid and Sulphur Colors, Softeners, Finishers’ and 
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in Basle, Switzerland 
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COLOR and CO-OPERATION 
We Offer You Both 


UR ORGANIZATION includes experts in 

the application of colors to leather and 
textiles. Therefore, the service which we are 
equipped to render is a fundamental element 
vitally contributing to our success. We have 
the COLOR you need, can deliver it promptly 
at your factory, and will CO-OPERATE with 


you in obtaining the best results in your Dye- 
house. 
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OUR COPYRIGHTED TERMS 
“JENYL” We apply to our DIRECT COTTON Colors 
“KATHETON” We apply to our SULPHUR Colors 


JENNINGS & COMPANY, Inc. 


93 Broad Street, Boston 


CONSULT US| 
About Your Dyeing Problems 


i 


The services and advice of an expert 
chemist and a well equipped labor- 
atory are at your disposal without 
cost, except when special research or 
experimentation is necessary, when 


the charges will be of a minimum 
nature. 
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American Made 
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE 


DIRECT SKY BLUE FF 


The product known formerly under several names as Dia- 
mine Sky Blue FF. Chicago Blue 6B, Benzo Blue 4B, ete. 
Bright greenish shade of Sky Blue which can be after 
treated with Bluestone 


CHRYSOPHENINE EXTRA 


Highest quality. Increased production. 


BENZOAZURINE G EXTRA 


Newest addition to our line ef Direct Blues 


UNION COLORS 


Service: 


Our laboratories are at your disposal for testing, match- 
ing and working out vour problems. 


Newport Chemical Works, Inc. 
PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY 
Works: General Offices: 
Carrollville, Wis First Nat'l Bank Bidg., Milwaukee, Wis. 


TRADE MARK TRADE MARK 


Branch Sales Offices: 
Boston, Mass.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Greensboro, N. C. 
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N view of the fact that the details 

I of the British scheme for protect- 

ing the dye industry of the United 

Kingdom has but recently been laid be- 

for the American public, a few words 

further anent the activities along these 

lines in that country at the present time 

‘ might not come amiss. There has been 

| much matter in the press of late. in 

which varying opinions on this subject 

have been expressed, and it is but natu- 

ral, for the eyes of the dye fraternity, 

whether in the French, Japanese, Swed- 

ish, Swiss or United States chapters, 

are now almost universally focussed 
upon England. 

For, as a matter of fact, England 
may be said to have stolen a march on 
the rest of the civilized world in this 
matter of protecting her dye industry 
for the future against too much foreign 
competition, either from Germany or 
from respectable nations. Perhaps 
they have not exactly “stolen” a march 
in the sense of achieving a coup, for 
the danger to any of the Allies from 
German competition in the dye field is 
not an absolutely immediate one, but at 
any rate she has taken the initiative 
and pointed the way to safety with her 
licensing measures. 
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EXAMPLE OF EFFECTIVENESS 


Calculated Thoroughness and Absence of Hysteria Char- 
acterize English Licensing Scheme — American Color 
Should Familiarize Themselves with Measure 


Hence, interest in what the British 
dye trade may be doing is strong. It is 
more or less likely that, patriotic though 
they may be, the consumers of dyestuffs 
in the United States will never attain 
quite such an utter abhorrence and 
loathing of German dyes as exists 
among English consumers. Even in 
the case of the latter, and of all the 
English, including those actually en- 
gaged in fighting, this feeling did not 
begin to manifest itself in its present 
virulent form until the war was within 
eight months of its end. It was pointed 
out not so long ago, by a lecturer who 
had had an opportunity to study con- 
ditions in England, that the British 
never worked up a really satisfactory 
“hate” against the Germans until last 
March. 

The reason given reveals a typical 
phase of English character. When the 
war broke out, the English saw their 
duty and went methodically to work to 
recruit and train an army. So many 
men; so many months—‘“aren’t they 
stepping forward fast enough ?—very 
well, draft ’em; the exact number per 
month necessary to hold the western 
front has been computed; production 
must be maintained” etc. They 
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fought the Germans across No Man’s 
Land and likewise with the bayonet at 
close quarters in much the same way 
; “the bloody beggars don’t like 
the bloomin’ bayonet h’all right, 
lengthen the period for bayonet h’in- 
struction!” 

Then suddenly it dawned upon them 
that the Germans were utterly devoid 
of what we call the “sporting spirit.” 
Reports began to drift in that they 
were little better than h’animals—that 
their conception of what fighting ought 
to be was sordid and vulgar; that they 
could not impale an adversary without 
a beastly display of disgusting emotion; 
that they were altogether swinish and 
cowardly in all their dealings with pris- 
oners and the helpless; and, in short, 
that they were not “game.” This was 
really too much! From that time on 
their contempt and hatred of the Ger- 
mans became something to regard with 
interest, and it manifested itself plainly 
in the increased viciousness with which 
they attacked what they looked upon 
as a sniveling, skulking foe instead of 
a gallant and brave one. 

This picture may sound a trifle over- 
drawn; and perhaps it is as to details, 
but most certainly not as to the funda- 
mental essence of the English hatred 
of the Germans and all things German. 
Your Englishman may be able to for- 
give, in time, a footpad who holds him 
up and takes away his money if the 
latter: makes a point of leaving him 
enough change to go home in the tram; 
at least, his feelings toward him will 
not be the same as though the latter had 
displayed a petty meanness about an 
extra sixpence. In the latter case he 


will be vindictive against the fellow for 
the rest of his days. And in the latter 
case also he will be angrier about it a 
week later, when he has had a chance 
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to think it over, than he was at the time 
of the hold-up. This is also character- 
istic; for, being less volatile than either 
French, Italian or American, he makes 
up for it by being harder to pacify when 
once thoroughly aroused. 

France has reasons of her own for 
hating Germany; so has Italy, and so 
has Belgium, and so has America; but 
we will venture upon the prediction 
that a good, healthy anti-German senti- 
ment will endure in England longer 
than in any of these. Whether or not 
the reason seems absurd (and England 
has plenty of other reasons as well), 
nevertheless it is there, and it is now 
dwelt upon at such length because it is 
bound to be a factor so important in 
the German dye operations of the fu- 
ture that its significance can scarcely 
be estimated. 

As a part of the scheme described in 
last week’s issue of the Reporter, Par- 
liament has taken steps to provide funds 
through the British Board of Trade to 
be applied to the development of the 
English industry. The essentials of the 
administration of the scheme, particu- 
larly that part dealing with the creation 
of a trades and licensing committee, 
were described in our last issue from 
the memorandum submitted by the 
Board of Trade. Another portion of 
this document which should be of in- 
terest contains the following: 

“Tt is no part of the object of the 
scheme to assist financially the forma- 
tion or development of any dye-making 
business in the interest of the business 
as such; but it is recognized that the 
development of the manufacture of 
dyes on a scale more than sufficient to 
meet the Britsh requirements, and en- 
abling a substantial export trade to be 
carried on, is most desirable if the in- 
dustry is to be firmly and permanently 
established and the cost of production 
brought down to a point which will 
make competition with the very large- 
scale industry of Germany commercial- 
ly possible. 

“Neither financial assistance nor-spe- 
cial priority for materials and labor will 
be available for the extension of the 
manufacture of dyes already in suffi- 
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cient supply for Empire markets, nor 
tor any general development not impor- 
tant as contributing directly to the main 
purpose. If the industry is established 
sufficiently to meet British demands at 
reasonable prices, the object of the 
Government will be attained and a 
sound foundation laid for such further 
developments by the unaided efforts of 
the manufacturers as may appear com- 
mercially expedient and practicable. 
“The policy so far as regards prior- 
ity is determined primarily by the pres- 
ent serious shortage of labor and mate- 
rials; so long as that continues, such 
resources as are available must be util- 
ized in the first instance for securing 
the supplies of dyestuffs necessary for 
the British industry, and only there- 
after and in so far as there may be a 
surplus of labor and materials can de- 
velopment on a larger scale and deter- 
mined by ordinary commercial consid- 
erations be allowed.” 
Consumers of dyestuffs in this coun- 
try will do well to seriously reflect upon 
the rational viewpoint and the sanity 
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displayed in these statements. There is 
no mad scramble to extremes and no 
“foaming at the mouth’—which would 
lead to suspicion and _ hostility—over 
there, but simply a sober, calculating 
and businesslike determination to elim- 
inate German dyes from English mar- 
kets, without, please notice, injuring the 
consumer in the least while the process 
is going on. 

We cannot do better than to realize 
the fact that even with an intense anti- 
German sentiment to aid which will 
exceed our own in time, the English 
are nevertheless taking every possible 
precaution in the shape of legal provi- 
sions to see that there is no let-down in 
future. The dye manufacturers of this 
country are united in their desire to 
obtain in the United States legislation 
substantially along the lines of the Eng- 
lish program, and we believe that those 
of the consumers who have bothered to 
inform themselves as to Great Britain’s 
measures are in entire agreement that 
the thing may be done without injury 
to the trades depending upon the use of 
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colors for their conduct. But it is not 
enough merely to agree; there must be 
an open expression of sentiment in fa- 
vor of adopting such measures, from 
the consumers themselves, in order to 
give our Government assurance that an 
enactment of this kind is wanted by all, 
and to this end the Reporter would 
emphatically urge all consumers to 
write to their legislators signifying 
their approval of the plan to establish 
a licensing commission. 

It must be understood that every 
month counts from now on; that the 
manufacturers cannot display all the 
eagerness without creating the suspi- 
cion among our Solons that there is ‘“‘a 
“nigger in the woodpile” somewhere, 
and that it is the consumers’ duty to 
themselves to study closely the ques- 
tion, to make their decision, and then 
to render this decision audible to the 
“powers that be” without delay. 


AMERICAN ANILINE PROD- 
UCTS PLANT DESTROYED 


The plant of the American Aniline 
Products, Inc., at Nyack, N. Y., was 
totally wrecked by fire and explosion 
on January 31st. One man was killed 
and seventeen injured and the property 
loss is estimated as exceeding $1,000,- 
000. The concern is, fortunately, com- 
pletely covered by insurance. 

At the time of going to press few 
details are available. It is known that 
fire broke out in one of the building 
which was followed by two severe ex- 
nlosions, but the catise of the fire has 
not been determined 





Announcement has been made by the 
New England Hosiery Company that 
the capital stock of this concern has 
been increased from $10,000 to $50,000 
to provide for expansion. 





THE GERMANS AND THEIR 
COLOR INDUSTRY 
By A. ATWoop 
A new phase of the discussion as to 
German thefts and developments of 
English chemists’ tinctorial discoveries, 
is here brought out in a recent article 


in the Dyer and Calico Printer, ng 


which, this time, the English them- 
selves are somewhat taken to task by 
the writer. Whether these views are 
justified or not may be left to ow 
readers, for whom is herewith repro- 
duced the article in question: 


There are two ideas rather widely 
prevalent, which, according to the em- 
phasis put on them, may do either good 
or harm. The writer intended to deal 
briefly with them in the article on 
“The Multiplicity of Dyes” (Dyer, 
July 15th, p. 86, et seg.). A rather 
fuller discussion of them in a separate 
article has, however, seemed desirable. 

In the article referred to, we tried to 
give some idea of the immensity of the 
work generalized under the term “re- 
search.” We pointed out that this is 
the field where the definition of genius 
tar excellence is “an. infinite capacity 
ior taking pains.” In this sort of genius 
the Germans have hitherto been an easy 
first. We must frankly acknowledge 
this to ourselves. When a nation has 
been on the brink of disaster—as we 


kave—and has been shook up—as we 
have---an essential thing is to look facts 


in the face, however unpleasant the 
process may be. 


SUCCESS AND FAILURE 


In the sphere of tinctorial chemistry, 
on its manufacturing side, we made a 
very poor show. Our enemies made a 
tremendous success of it. Of this there 
can be no doubt; and the two ideas 
we referred to are: first, that to us 
should be all the credit for inventing 
aniline dyes, and, secondly, the suc. 
cess which the Germans have had, has 
been robbed from us. These ideas are 
only partially true, and may easily lead 
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, to very wrong impressions; they may 
lead to two very different effects. If 
they give us confidence in ourselves and 
" provide an incentive to our efforts, 
¥ | well and good. But if they shall lead 
to an undue self- complacency, which 
"eg in turn shall lead to a slackening of 
* effort, then too much emphasis has 
-o om, placed on them, and their effect 
will be harmful. 
a The two ideas are sometimes ex- 
ce pressed as a comparison between Eng- 
z lish and German inventive genius. It 
has been said, and widely believed, that 
England has produced the great gen- 
nm iuses, and the momentous discoveries 
es (in no sphere more than in tinctorial 
ae chemistry), and Germany has simply 
ie" developed other folks’ ideas—after 
pai stealing them. Now, even if this were 
fe a statement of pure fact, would it still 
co be greatly to our credit? We may 
ne doubt _ ee 
‘le. The brilliant genius that cannot 
“a develop its own ideas, has a streak of 
ne foolishness in it that greatly discounts 
va the brilliance. The “inferior” mind 
ae | that can yet appreciate a brilliant dis- 
nes covery, and develop it to extents un- 
aoe dreamed of, has surely a touch of 
ea genius in it. It certainly gets superior 
as financial results. 
— A SIMILE 
we If a vein of gold outcrops some- 
we where, someone is sure to stumble 
acts across it sometime. But discovering 
the the outcrop, and following it into the 
bowels of the earth, are two differeni 
things. If the first discoverer has not 
were the sense to turn his discovery to ac- 
e \_/ count, he surely has no room to crow 
won over the man who comes along, de- 
tg velops a gold mine, and makes a fo1- 
a tune. At any rate if he does, the other, 
ia with comforting thoughts of the mil- 
hinea lions he is making, can listen with 
> us equanimity. yas y 
tine There are many definitions of genius. 
es There is the brilliant kind for instance, 
a and there is also a plodding kind, and 
ane it seems to us that the one which . 
bead achieves most conquests over nature, 





and incidentally brings in most wealth 
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is that which has for its groundwork 
an infinite capacity for taking pains. 
A flash of genius may receive more no- 
tice from the historian than the life- 
work of a plodder, and quite legitimate- 
ly, too, for it may be epoch-making and 
marking, but the epoch itself, and not 
the mark what counts in actuality. 
The discovery of Perkin’s Mauve was 
epoch-making and marking, and it was 
English, but the epoch itself has so 
far been German. The genius and his 
brilliant discovery were ours. To him 
be every credit. To the race, the na- 
tion, be the discredit for letting his 
discovery be, as far as we have been 
concerned, a flash in the pan. ‘The gold 
mine was opened out by the Germans, 
patiently, laboriously, persistently. 
Their achievement, intellectually speak- 
ing, has been greater than ours. There 
has been more genius in it. Let us 
admit it, and by way of reforming our 
manners, let us “rob” them of their 
methods. If, after the style of giving 
(Continued on page 12.) 
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GRAFT INVESTIGATION BY 
THE FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 


We are advised that the Federal 
Trade Commission, through one of its 
investigators, has been giving very se- 
rious attention to the matter of com- 
mercial bribery being practised by va- 
rious dyestuff manufacturers. Where- 
as it is not yet possible for us to give 
publicity to the findings of the commis- 
sion, we believe that this will be pos- 
sible in the comparatively near future 
and that revelations of a surprising na- 
ture will be forthcoming. 

It is most gratifying to find that our 
Federal authorities are taking up this 
matter in a serious frame of mind. 
There is no question but that the prac- 
tice of graft is one of the most objec- 
‘ionable conditions now existing in the 
industry, and we are convinced that the 
only way to eradicate it is by giving un 
sparing publicity to every offense which 
can be authenticated and by the vigor- 
ous prosecution of every offender. 

The Reporter will extend its aid and 
will assist to the best of its ability in 
substantiating every instance of graft 
which is called to its attention and in 
giving unsparing publicity to the offend- 
ers, if the offense can be proved. We 
wish to warn those who are guilty, both 
the donors and recipients of favors, 
that they are taking very long chances 
if they continue in these practices. 
There will be no disposition on the part 
either of the reputable elements of the 
industry or of our national government 
to pass lightly over any proven offenses. 
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BRITISH LICENSING SYSTEM 


The British system of licensing im- 
ports has already been put into effect 
against American products, as_ evi- 
denced by an announcement from 
Washington that hereafter imports into 
the British Empire of tools and ma- 
chinery of all sorts for working metal 
and wood, stoves and ranges, soap, 
watches, household appliances, photo- 
graphic apparatus, sewing machines, 
linen goods, lawn mowers, aluminum- 
ware, hats, clothing not waterproofed, 
bathtubs, perfumery and toilet prepara- 
tions would be denied entry into Great 
Britain except where specially licensed. 

In making this announcement the 
War Trade Board sympathizes with the 
3ritish restrictions, declaring that they 
are necessary to restore Great Britain’s 
economic status to a state of equilib- 
rium. 

It would seem to us that if Britain 
is already enforcing her licensing pro- 
vision, and it is admitted by those who 
are in control of our own trade that 
this is a reasonable action, there should 
be no objection raised to our adopting 
a similar policy as regards dyestuffs or, 
for that matter, any other foreign man- 
ufactured products which will tend se- 
riously to interfere with the develop- 
ment of American industries. 

We have already repeatedly pointed 
out in these columns the benefits to be 
enjoyed by all elements of the dyestuff 
industry under a licensing system simi- 
lar to that now operated in Great Brit- 
ain. We sincerely trust that those con- 
sumers who have hesitated to take a 
favorable stand in this matter will give 
the suggestion further careful thought 
to the end that the industry may pre- 
sent a unified front when the time 
comes to request Congress for the nec- 
essary legislation. 


A voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
has been filed by the Aniline Prod- 
ucts Company, which was organized 
in Cleveland, Ohio, soon after war 
was declared, and which now lists 
its assets at $10,000 and its liabilities at 
$24,000. 
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What the Ending of the War 
Means to Our Industry 


For more than four years the manufacturing powers of 
our industries have been almost entirely absorbed in meeting 
the demand for munitions of war. ° 

As the world’s largest manufacturers of explosives our 
responsibilities have been great—how great may be judged 
when it is known that since the outbreak of the war—a war 
in which the quantity of men, munitions and equipment em- 
ployed staggers the imagination—we have been the principal 
source of explosives not only for this country but for our 
allies. 

With the ending of the war that task is done. From now 
on our entire resources—men, capital and manufacturing fa- 
cilities—will be devoted to the making of munitions of peace 
—to the greater task of winning for America’s industries a 
foremost place in the world reconstruction era that is now 
beginning. 

In our dyestuffs industry, the release of labor from our 
munitions plants, the availability of men trained in the closely 
allied explosives industry, hitherto unavailable supplies of 
crudes and intermediates, and the possibility of needed exten- 
sions in our plant facilities, assure from now on rapid and 
satisfactory development 
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THE GERMANS AND THEIR 
COLOR INDUSTRY 


(Continued from page 9.) 


marks in school examinations, we were 
to give ten for the discovery of Mauve, 
we ought to allow one hundred for the 
synthesis of indigo by Professor 
Baeyer. 

What we insist on is that the very 
empty boast that the Germans have 
had their success made possible only 
by what they have “robbed” us of is 
not entirely true in itself, and if it were 
so, reflects little discredit on them and 
does not do us any good. What we 
require to do is to imitate their thor- 
oughness, their patience and persistence. 
if they have any good ideas, let us 
“rob” them quickly possible. 
When we get to the first place among 
the nations, scientifically speaking, and 
are incidentally rolling in affluence, we 
can receive with equanimity, and cor- 
rectly evaluate, any complaints from 
people who claim to have had their 
brains robbed. Luckily for us that 
metaphor of the gold mine, is not ex- 
actly a parallel at all points. When- 
ever.we set our minds to it, we can 
reclaim. our portion and collect our 
dividends. It is consoling to know that 
we have made a start, and a good start, 
but it will take us a few more years 
to make good and safe. 


as as 


PATENT Laws 

Let us examine this statement about 
being robbed of our ideas a little more 
closely. It is customary to say that 
the Germans made unfair and dishon- 
est use of what, for lack of a better 
name, we have to refer to as their 
patent laws. The point may be fully 
admitted. The Germans have no idea 
of fair play either in war or business. 





They no doubt took all advantages sup- 
plied by the disgraceful state of our 
patent laws. But after all is the ex- 
cuse sufficient to meet the case? Other 
trades would have a similar state of af- 
fairs to contend with. 

Take for instance that of machinery 
for spinning cotton and worsted. We 


led the way in this. Have we every* “mt 

‘ or » oe im ° i 
lost the lead? Yet it is much easier ‘ 
to copy a machine than to annex a 


chemical synthesis. A loom or a spin- 
ning frame is there without any descrip- 
tion. It can be taken to bits and meas- 
ured up with ease. If the purchaser 
does not happen to know how to use 
it, the maker shows him with pleasure. 
But a keg of powder, or a cask of paste, 
does not yield up its secret so easily. 
Yet the textile machinists, though up 
against the same robbers, never let 
themselves be robbed of first place. To- 
day, our cotton and worsted spinning 
mills and weaving sheds are full ot 
English machinery. But our dye- 
houses, before the war, had their color 
stores stocked as to 90 per cent with 
Germany dyes. 

When all is said and done, the “rob- 
ber” by the nature of the case, 
second in the field. The man or firm 
that is first in the field, has a start in 
all things. Whilst others are finding 
out the initial secret he is, or should 
be, going on with improvements. He 
is also getting the financial cream. The 
“robbers” when they enter the market 
with their stolen goods must take lower 
prices. Our color trade got the finan- 
cial cream—and pined away. The Ger- 
mans got, in those early years, the 
skimmed milk—and waxed fat. 


iS, 


Our early captains in the industry 
do not seem to have had the far-see- 
ing vision. Perhaps, also though on 
this point information seems to be too 
meagre to judge accurately, the finan- 
cial success of the early colors was so 
great, that the pioneers’ ambition was 
satisfied, and thus our very success be- 
came our stumbling block. A little 
more vision, and a little more of the 
infinite capacity, may have made all 
the difftrence. The point to realize 
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now is, that it is these two qualities 
which win through. If at last this 
realization has come to us, there will 
be no more failure, however bad other 
nations’ patent laws are. All the other 
qualities are ours already. 

The ethics of the question we have 
touched upon form a knotty little proi- 
en. 


INTERNATIONALITY OF SCIENCI 


Pure science is international and uni 
versal. It is almost impossible for it 
to be otherwise. Could we, for in- 
stance, by any possibility have confined 
to the English the theory enunciated in 
Darwin’s “Origin of Species’; In 
any case is it not better that the whole 
of mankind should take part in the work 
of progress, and participate in its bene- 
fits? Pasteur, for instance, labors in 
France, and does great and noble work. 
Lister, in England, carries Pasteur’s 
ideas a stage further. Has there ever 
been a suggestion that Lister “robbed’’ 
either Pasteur or France? Of course 
not. The life’s work of the two men 
enriched not only England and France 
but all other countries. 

When we come to the application of 
science to technical matters, then it is 
felt that inventors ought to have some 
benefit from their discoveries. But 
even so, the framing of patent rights 
betrays an unconscious admission that 
inventions are in their nature a con- 
tribution to the common stock. A state 
gives protection for a term of years 
only. \Vhen the period is up, the world, 
if it wishes, can step in and take pos- 
session. Taking a large and long view, 
the monopoly granted to a patentee is 
only a small modicum. Yet every pat- 
ent taken out is an admission that this 
modicum of monopoly granted by the 
State, is considered better than the pre- 
carious monopoly attained by secret 
working, and in this connection the 
State’s guarantee is not a thing of per- 
fection. Far from it. 


Secrets CANNoT BE Kept 


If the world badly wants a technical 
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secret 1¢ will get it—acting on the prin- 
ciple that what man has accomplished 
man can accomplish. For instance, the 
synthesis of ammonia is known to have 
been successfully accomplished by Ha- 
ber, in Germany, or, to put it more 
definitely, a known synthesis has been 
made into a commercial — success. 
Can anyone doubt that we and other 
nations shall achieve the same success 
sooner or later? Yet, if we do not 
know that the process has been actuaily 
worked on a large scale, we might noi 
have set going any research on it. But 
if a German can do it an Englishman 
can, and our research is going forward 
with certain success in view. 

The manufacturer of oxalic acid 
from sawdust, by digesting with a mix 
ture of sodium and potassium hydrates 
supplied a case where we were the orig- 
inal inventors and endeavored to keep 
itsecret. An injudicious though vague 
remark by a professor set the Germans 
on the track, and they soon ran the 
new process to earth. 
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Patents or no _ patents, technical 
knowledge spreads, and it is good that 
It 1S SO. 

With regard to one special subject, 
the complaint against Germany is that 
that country’s patent laws were used 
to rob our inventors of their ideas and 
due rewards. We must remark that, 
allowing for this argument as much as 
its most perfervid protagonists would 
or could wish, it still remains that our 
own Government let decades pass with- 
out taking the simplest steps to help 
our Own inventors to get their rights; 
so that if the German Government was 
criminally careful of its inventors, ours 
was criminally careless. 

We at any rate can now see that 
such dishonest work of patent law is 
an unsocial, an unfriendly act against 
the comity of the nations. Invention 
and improvement of technical process 
can now be said to be really of univer- 
sal concern. 

If the coming f.eague of Nations 
cannot arrange for consolidation and 
unification of patent law for all na- 
tions, it ought to get as near an ap 
proximation as possible. Except that 
every nation could, without objection, 
insist On any patent it granted being 
worked in its own territory, there oth- 
erwise ought to be little distinction be- 
tween native and alien inventors in re 
gard to the privileges granted in the 
patent. 

We are all the heirs -and potential 
possessors of all patents taken out in 
all nations up to. say, 1890 (practically 
up to 1900). 


4 
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Our inheritance, truly, is great, but 
if the principles we have just enunci- 
ated had been practised all the previous 
century it would have been greater still. 

Take dves and the other products of 
coal tar. In this one line alone our 
inheritance is great and it includes prac- 
iically all the results of German chem- 
ical research. Of course, we wish tha} 


. . 7. 
it had been our own compatriots wh 


had made the discoveries. Still, for 
one instance, the possession of the “se- 
cret” and the plant for making artificial 
indigo is of more solid value than the 
kudos of having discovered it. Note 
also that it is ours forever. 


‘ 


Ir We Hap Farr Pray 


Only (again giving full weight to the 
dishonest German law argument) if we 
had had fair play instead of foul play, 
and if this had resulted in our having 
at least a large proportion of the coal- 
‘ar products factories well established 
in England, then the competition be- 
tween ourselves and the Germans 
vould no doubt have carried discovery 
further than it has been carried. In 
other words, both ourselves and the 
Germans would have been further on 
the road of progress—another proof 
that honesty is the best policv. A proof 
also that co-operation warmed up with 
a spice of competition is better than 
enmity, open or concealed. 

The fundamental principles of patent 
laws should proceed from recognition 
of the fact that inventors have been, 
and are. and will be. the greatest bene- 
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factors of mankind in material mat- 
ters. They are to be encouraged by a 
protection and a grant of monopoly 
from the State which shall have a com- 
mercial, monetary value sufficient to 
bring inventors forward and to spur 
them to greater efforts. But as regards 
time the monopoly is to he short, so 


eed ia after a relatively few years the 
enefit of the inventor’s results is te 


be open to everybody. The problem, 
therefore, is to give the maximum ben- 
efit in a minimum period. The more 
the benefit the greater the inducement 
to invent. The shorter the period the 
less the clog on progress, for the sooner 
will others come in and explore the 
tract that the inventor has begun to ex- 
plore. 


We are afraid that most patent laws 
fall short of the ideal we put forward. 
No State that we know of gives that 
encouragement to its native inventors 
that good policy suggests. And as for 
alien inventors, it seems to be thought 
that the policy of a State is to favor 
them as little as possible, and in fact to 
fleece them. Whereas, as we have 
pointed out, they should be encouraged 
universally. We look forward to the 
time when this matter, like so many 
others, will be dealt with better than 
ever before by the coming League of 
Nations. 


The Dye Products & Chemical Co. 
has recently acquired a new plot of 
ground on Vanderpool Street adjoining 
its present factory site. This acquisi- 
tion will enable the company to in- 


"crease its facilities extensively, which 


‘they contemplate doing in the near fu- 
ture. 
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ERIE FAST RED FD 


An important new color announced 
by the National Aniline & Chemical 
Company in January is Erie Fast Red 
FD, a product identically the same 
chemically but slightly bluer than the 
one formerly manufactured at Buffalo 
known as Niagara Fast Red FD, and 
imported before the war as Diamine 
Fast Red F, Benzo Fast Red FC and 
Oxamine Fast Red F. 

This red is applied in the usual way 
for direct colors, with the addition of 
common or Glauber salt. The shades 
obtained with the Glauber salt and the 
addition of 2 to 3 per cent of soda are 
clearer and brighter than when dyed 
with common salt. It exhausts evenly 
and well, forming a fast red tint that 
stands up well to light. It is fast to 
alkalies and fast to acetic acid, but not 
to mineral acids, and withstands rub- 
bing and hot pressing. 

This red dyes cotton and wool to 
about the same shade and strength. For 


YOU can't afford 
to use any but the. 

finest F 
Oil Soluble Colors. 


We Manufacture the Finest 


OIL ORANGE 
OIL RED 
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OIL BLUE 
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We Can Match Special Colors 


SIZING SPECIALTIES CO. 
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wool it may be used with 10 to 20 per 
cent Glauber salt and 1 to 3 per cent 
acetic acid. When dyed on wool and 
afterchromed, Erie Fast Red FD pos- 
sesses excellent fastness to light and 
good fastness to washing, stoving, mill- 
ing and acids. 

This ability to meet many tests, and 


also the fact that it may be used for 


mixed fabrics, should make this new 
dye of value for many uses. 


INQUIRY DEPARTMENT 


All classes of chemical work or advice 
relating to artificial colors, natural dye- 
stuffs, dyewoods, raw materials, extracts, 
intermediates, crudes, or dyeing chem- 
icals and accessories in general, will be 
carried out for readers and subscribers 
of the AMERICAN DYESTUFF RE- 
PORTER by this department. 

Inquiries of a minor character will be 
answered on this page, while major mat- 
ters involving personal investigation, an- 
alyses, perfected processes and working 
formulas, will, if desired, be treated con- 
fidentially through the mails. All ques- 
tions, materials for analysis or letters 
leading to the opening of negotiations 
for special work will receive prompt at- 
tention if addressed to Inquiry Depart- 
ment, American Dyestuff Reporter, 470 
Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


W. I. WK. —Question—Kindly advise 
us who manufactures in America Di- 
rect Reds fast to acids, similar to Dia- 
mine Fast Red I, Chloramine Red F, 
CrC. 

Answer—So far as we know the only 
product manufactured in this country 


ACTIVE! 
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similar to Diamine Fast Red F is a new 
color very recently brought out by. the 
National Aniline & Chemical Company, 
known as Erie Fast Red FD. The 
Sterling Color Company, %2. Front 
Street, New York, also manufactures 
a product, known as Direct Fast Red F, 
which, we understand, is equally fast to 
acid and will match the shade of Dia 
mine Fast Red F, and which does no 
require afterchroming. 





R. B. C.—Question—-W here can we 
obtain a practical formula for the 
manufacture of “Aspirin.” and what 
is its chemical name? 

\nswer—‘“Aspirin” 
the Mono-aceto-acetic acid ester of 
salicylic acid. No reliable formula 
for its preparation has been published. 
We can, however, supply it, together 
with list of required apparatus. for a 
small fee to cover cost for time re- 
quired to collect the data. ~ 


chemically 1s 


T. A. K.—Question—What are the 
chemical! properties of Methyl-Ani- 
line? 

= , 7 : 

Answer—It is a colortess liquid, 
boiling at 192 deg. Cent. with Sp. Gr. 
of 0.976 at 15 deg. Cent., and by acyla- 
tion produces Exalgine. 


C. E. B.--Question—-Can you tell 
us what Pixin is? 
Answer-—DBixin is the essential col- 


oring matter of Annatto. That puri- 
fed from acetone, and crystallized 
from ethyl most re- 
liable. 


acetate, is the 


A limited number of samples 
received for analysis, and 
working formulae furnished 
for their reproduction. 
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ConfiGental advice to chemists, su- 
perintendents and assistants, on mat- 
ters pertaining to the industry. 

Dr. Charles B. Davis 


Care of American Dyestuff Reporter 
470 Fourth Ave., N. Y. City 
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| FROM “DIE” STUFFS TO “DYE” 
2 STUFFS 

; American enterprise and ability to 
> co-operate are disclosed in a very favor- 
t able light in the report by Dr. V. L. 
5 King, of the Artificial Dyes and Inter- 
: mediates Section of the War Indus: 
) tries Board, on the dye and interme- 


b yiate situation in this country. The 
* ~~ ee industry here before the war was 
t practically limited to the assembling 
of dyes from intermediates manufac- 
tured in Germany. When the German 
supply was cut off, the American color 


8 ¢D 


t makers were thrown upon their own 

resources with the result that “probably 
$100,000,000 of capital have been in- 
f vested in this business since the begin- 
1 ning of the war, and to-day nearly ali 
, of the intermediates necessary for the 
r dyes are being made on a commercial 
a scale. The dye maker's work is not 
, vet complete, but he has created ap- 

proximately two hundred dyes equal in 

every respect in shade, strength and 
€ working quality to the pre-war types, 
4 and he has made them from American 

raw materials and American interme- 
; diates in quantity and variety suffi- 
cient to keep the textile mills in opera- 


= tion.’ 
Both in amount of capital invested 
and in its contribution of chemical and 
| technical experience the American dye 
industry owes much of its progress to 
® the activity of the Du Pont Company 
bs in this field. In turning the vast out- 
| put of its tar stills from “die” stufts 
- into “dye” stuffs, the Du Pont Company 
is operating on a scale and with an ef- 
fectiveness quite up to its immense 
resources in men and money and to its 
-century old habit of achievement. 





NATIONAL’S EXHIBIT AT 
MARSHALL FIELD’S 

The exhibit of American dyestuffs 
held by the National Aniline & Chem- 
ical Company has met with wide suc- 
cess since first shown in this city last 
fall in connection first with the Na- 
tional Textile Show, and then at the 
Chemical Show. It has just completed 
a two weeks’ stay in the auditorium of 


. 
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the Woodward & 
Washington, D. C. 
tion’s capital, it attracted more than 
usual attention. Special invitations 
were extended to members of Congress 
and other officials, and daily lectures 
were given in connection with the ex- 
hibit. 

This educational work has been so 
successful in informing the general 
public as to what is meant by fast 
American dyes that it has been wel- 
comed by large department stores in 
many cities, and arrangements have 
been made to continue the exhibit in 
other cities during the spring months. 
From Washington the exhibit will be 
taken to the store of Marshall Field & 
Co. in Chicago, where it will be on 
view during the week beginning Feb- 
ruary 10. 

The following 


Lothrop store at 
Located at the na- 


stores have 


already 
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= stand of the American Dyestuff Reporter 
for an American Dyestuff Industry. 
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been visited: B. Altman & Co., New 
York, N. Y.; Jordan Marsh & Co., 
Boston, Mass.; C. T. Sherer Company, 
\Vorcester, Mass. ; Albert Steiger & Co., 
Springfield, Mass.; L. Bamberger & 
Co., Newark, N. J.; Hunter Tuppen 
Company, Syracuse, N. Y., and the Jo- 
seph Horne Company, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


NOTES OF THE TRADE 

A. Klipstein & Co. have announced 
to the trade that Lieut. A. Klipstein, 
Jr., Infantry, United States Army, and 
lately attached to the General Staff, has 
again taken up his former connections 
with this firm at its New York office, 
644 Greenwich Street, that city, having 
just received his discharge from the 
army after a _ service of eighteen 
months. And the Reporter feels that 
it is but echoing the sentiments of many 
when it welcomes Lieutenant Klipstein 
back to the ranks of business and con- 
gratulates his associates upon his safe 
return. 


With a loss estimated to be in the 
neighborhood of $200,000, the Cosmic 
Aniline Dye Works, located in the 
Bronx, New York City, was recently 
destroyed by a disastrous fire, which 
completely gutted the building. Sev- 
eral of the employees, overcome by am- 
monia fumes, were saved by their fel- 
low workers. The concern employed 
a total of sixty-eight men and women, 
most of whom were housed in a build- 
ing said to be over fifty years old and 
saturated with chemicals. 

Announcement has been made of 
the recent opening of the eleventh 
branch office to be established by the 
Marden, Orth & Hastings Corpora- 
tion, of 136 Liberty Street, New 
The new office is located 





Vork City. 
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in the Syndicate Trust Building, St. 
Louis, Mo., and is in charge of Mr. 
Lewis, well known to those who have 
dealt with the Chicago office of this 
company. The company’s full line 
of chemicals, oils, dyestuffs, interme- 
diates and tanning niaterials will be 
supplied through this office. 


The Oceanic Chemical Company 
has been incorporated under the laws 
of New York with a capital of $5,000. 
Headquarters will be located at 41 
Park Row, New York City, and the 
incorporators are J. M. Schapiro, I. 
Perlstein and C. Goldman. 





Proceedings in bankruptcy have 
been begun by the Stanley Aniline 
Chemical Company, of Lock Haven, 
Pa., which up to the signing of the 
armistice had been engaged in the 
manufacture of phenol and was op- 
erated as a Government munitions 
plant. Recently the plant was closed 
down and the fifty employees were 
discharged. 


To replace the laboratory and office 
building recently destroyed by fire, 
which resulted in an estimated dam- 
age of $10,000, the General Chemical 
Company is preparing for the erection 
of a new two-story plant at the com- 
pany’s works at Laurel Hill, Long 
Island. Plans for the new structure, 
which will cost about $35,000. have 
already heen filed. 

With a capital of $65,000, the Rich- 
ards Chemical Works has been in- 
corporated under the laws of New 
Jersey and will do business in Jersey 
City, that State. The incorporators 
are Richard Van Oesen, Jersey City; 
George F. Ellison, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and William E. Borden, Jersey City. 





John Burstein, Benjamin Burstein 
and Samuel C. Burstein are named as 
incorporators of the Warren Chemical 
Company, whose capital is $100,000, 
and whose headquarters will be in New- 
ark, N. J. 
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Fast Colors Produced 
in America 


Acid Colors 
Alizarine Sapphire Fast W ool Blue R. 
Fast W ool Cyanone 3 R. 


Vat Colors 
Indigo N.A.C. 20% Paste Alizarine N. A.C. 20% Paste 
Carbanthrene Olive G. 


Sulphur Colors 
Sulphur Blacks Sulphur Brow n 4 G. 
Sulphur Brown 2 G. Sulphur Brown ¥ D. 
Sulphur Brown ba G. Sulphur Blue Re 
Sulphur Yellow B. W. Sulphur Blue S. A. P. 


Chrome Colors 

Alizarol Yellow G. W. Alizarol Yellow 3 G. 
Alizarol Orange R. Alizarol Brown R. B. 
Alizarol Brown B. Alizarol Black 3. G. 

Chrome Blue G. N. Conc. Chrome Blue R. B. N. Cone. 
Chrome Black 2 B. N. Chrome Blue3 R.Y. N. Conc. 
Superchrome Black 4 B. N. Superchrome Black 6 B. P. 

. Superchrome Blue B. Double 

Serichrome Green B. Serichrome Blue R. 


Developed Colors 
Diazine Black EA. Ex. Paranitraniline N. A. c.. # 
4 Primuline N. A. . 
National Aniline & Chemical 
Company, Inc. 


Main Sales Office: 21 Eurling Slip, New York 
Boston C lotte yh ‘in H 
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